LIFE GROUP LESSON June 10 to June 16, 2018

The Power of Prayer (James 5:13-18)
●WELCOME God’s People (15 minutes)
●WORSHIP God (10 minutes – song, reading of Psalms or prayers of thanks/praise). You can
use prayers of thanksgiving or adoration as your time of worship
●Live by God’s WORD (45 minutes)

What are we to do first in all situations? Is it to complain? Argue with one another? Be stressed?
NO! We are called to pray, as prayer not only sets the tone for our behaviors and insights, but it
also brings Christ into the picture with us more powerfully and effectively. It is not about getting
what we want, as we may get a yes, or a no, or maybe a call to wait for the right timing. This
passage is a series of calls to prayer. We are all indeed called to prayer; it is not a talent, a special
ability, or a spiritual gift. It is not for certain occasions or with certain postures. Rather, it is the
communication through which we encounter our loving, living Lord! Prayer is a call, to not bend our
knees, but to bend our heart, and for this call, we need to know the veracity and importance of it.
These are not necessarily formulas, but encouragement that will lead us to pursue God! When we
seek Him, we are ready, along with others, to engage in the actions of appeal and request to God
for people who are in need and sick. We can pray for forgiveness, for our nation, show our
gratitude-even pray for the weather. Thus, in all things, we are to be both in personal prayer and
collective prayer with other believers. Prayer is not just a means to get what we request; it is the
means to line us up with God, His precepts, and His presence. Prayer can meet all things and
needs; prayer can and must be a significant part of anything we will ever face in life, from the trivial
to things of utmost importance! We can have confidence that our prayers are heard and answered.
No matter what we need or face, we have Christ! Thus, we must preface, surround, and empower
all that we do with prayer. It is never to be an afterthought; rather, it must be our first thought, our
principle action, and our primary plan.
Let us spend time talking with God, expressing our heart to Him, and interceding on behalf of
others, trusting and believing Him to bring hope, relief, peace and life change thru salvation to our
family, loved ones, friends, our nation and the world.
Suggested Questions for Discussion and Growth
1. What do you do when you are facing hardships? How is prayer a part of these experiences?
2. How much of your prayers involve listening to God?
3. What can you do to make your prayer life more time invested, more exciting, more powerful, and
more fulfilling?
●Impact God’s WORLD (20 min)
1. Think about ways to grow your group and give birth to a new group.
2. Pray for your lost relatives, co-workers. Ask the Lord to help be a good example.
3. Your group might think about visiting an elderly person or couple.
ANNOUNCEMENTS – 3 minutes:
1. Share: ●any planned group activity ●important church announcements ●next meeting time
2. Keep a copy of the church bulletin to help remind the group of important events.
CLOSING – Please turn in your attendance each week. It helps us evaluate our progress.

